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<l POWERS FEOM HOME M
AS the Congress rapidly shed its earlier apologetic note, as even
the gentle Gokhale, most lovable of moderates, noted that "the
bureaucracy was growing frankly selfish and openly hostile to
national aspirations", the ground was being prepared for a clear-
cut and defiant stand for freedom, claimed and fought for as a right, not
a reward humbly requested for good conduct. And the last decade of
the nineteenth century saw the beginnings of a movement with many
facets, the picturesque and often misguided assertiveness of a people's
long-maimed self-respect-a movement which was to bring about in
the ensuing decade the first great wave of unmistakable national
unrest.
There was no end to the woes of our people when the last century
was getting ready for its exit. In 1896, bubonic plague appeared all
over India in a most virulent form. From 1896-1900, prolonged and
disastrous famines were a regularly recurrent visitation. Fully one
quarter of the total population of the country suffered from the great
famine of 1899-1900* These events threw a lurid light on the social
and economic consequences of imperialism. As ever wider strata of
the middle classes were drawn into the vortex of national movements,
their eyes were also being opened, A Dadabhai Naoroji was cons-
trained to say that the British had "with the best intentions1'
"reduced India to material and moral wretchednes". A Romesh
C. Dutt grieved that" in spite of a civilized administration . . . India
is still periodically desolated by calamities such as are unknown in
Europe."
Lansdowne, who followed Dufferinas Viceroy, was manifestly out
of sympathy with Indian aspirations. " He was responsible ", says C
Y. Chintamani, " for what was known as ' the crime of June 26,1893 V
when at a single sitting of his Legislative Council, and in the absence
of every elected member, a measure was passed closing the Indian mints
to the free coinage of silver. India's currency and exchange troubles,